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i Why is A_merican Giliseng Regullated? g

& Wild American ginseng is one of many plant and animal species protected
under the Convention on International Trade in Eﬁdangered Spec‘ies of Wild
Fauna and Flora of'1973 (CITES).'The Unlted States and 145 other natlons
have. 81gned the Conventlon that went 1nt0 effect on July 1, 1975. |

%The_obj ective of the Convention is_to monitor, con_trol, and restric_t, as
necessary, the international trade of certain wild plant and animal species to
prevent adverse impacts to their populatlons and to 1nsure the contmued
ex1stence of those spe01es in their natural habitat. ' '

%Gmseng root 1s exported in larger Volumes than any othet native. CITES plant
species. The majority of American ginseng harvested is exported to China and
Hong Kong In the Unlted States, the harvest of wild American ginseng for
international trade began in the m1d-1700s Today, the harvest continues to have
strong economicand cultural importance to many communities in the United

States and to American Indian tribes.




American Gins'en-gf'Management in the United'-States

il ®The Eish and Wildlife Service (Servme) has been delegated the
*( " U.S. CITES scientific and management authority since the treaty
ﬁ,& ¥ . went into effect in 1975. The Service established a joint gmseng
T management program with all of the states that have ginseng
populations in ordér to monitor ard regulate ginséng harvest and
commerce, and meet the CITES requlrements The Tennessee
Ginseng Program Was established i in 1978 in the Department of &
Conservatlon

& Before a CITES export permit can be issued for ginseng, the Service must
determine whether the ginseng roots were legally acquired and whether further
exports w111 be detr1menta1 to the species’ survival; The states have to send an
annual report with the harvest and export information. Wlthout the annual

~ approval of the Service, a ban would be placed on’ the export of Wlld ’
ginseng from Tennessee.




Distribution of Panax quinquefolius
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Ginseng Program Annual-Timeline

September 1

Ginseng Harvest and Buying Season Opens

December 31

Ginseng Harvest Season Closes

March 31

Ginseng Buying Season Closes

April 30
All completed Export Certificates, weight Certificates and Root

per Pound Logs due by April 30 from All State Parks

May 31
Annual Report for Tennessee Ginseng Program 1s due from

DNA to the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service
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o Giiltivated ijiiseng

"ﬁ gmwn as a crop art1ﬁc1ally
._ prOp)hgated” by sewmg seeds ﬁnd

A cons1stssof2 types 1. Tennessee
5 B, S | f
,'ﬁ Woods-grown — sown under A
natuisal shade in pxeyared beds:,and
._ m,ay reqmre use of fert111zers and Sund £ Mt
et ,f.I; ' zfj.\;" r.I; . l ’j\.
w—% Cultzvated . sown under . PR
art1ﬁ;ei.al shade 1n;'p‘repared bed& s
and often requares the use of =+

" fertlhzers and pestic1§les
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% Gmseng Harvest Seas,on Lawan TN

' %Wﬂd Gmseng Harvest Season September 1§ t’o December 31

,} .

- W1ld;g1nseng cannot be dug for\the purposeb of sale

or eXport outs1de of this season g £ Mgy Gl
- . . '\5 .;._‘- '\5

| %Col’lect only plants W1th three (3) or more TR
- .(leaves) and red berr1es |

%Do Hot collect plants with green berr1es B L
. '%Replant ﬁle r1pe (ared)l)ernes at the collectlon S1te *» .

-. %A perm1t is not requ1red to d1g w11d or cult1vated
ginseng, but landow,ner permission must be obtamed

to enter property and d1g gmseng ¢ 5 0 _' (7P e 7 )
5 . : :

Ly N
%leatmns are pun1shable by ﬁnes of up {0 $50ﬂ OO and forfe1ture
~of all 1llegally obtamed g1nseng ' -

--." 4 § .,'/ § o\
s . ‘ : :‘_ . ‘ : :‘_ . ‘ : :‘_ .
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’Tennesse‘e Glnseng Dealer Laws T
1 _ 1 ;. ) ot ,f |
%To buy gmseng for resaleor to.

' ""«‘r’ \transport gmseng across,state hnes i

 one MUST'haVe a state gmseng i

d:eal'er pemn; S

o

@jRequrred 10)% ffedera} law but the +

permlt is issued by each. 19d1v1dual
)- b ) E

state _' e e,

.'-'

ﬁ&pertmt becen’tes effecgve o'ﬁ "

~ Séptember 1 (or date of issuance .-
o B thereafter) of each year and will be
ol 7 ‘good and Va(hd through A.ﬁgust 31st

of the next year <y , B SR £
’ ¥ =N 34_,_

%;The fee for reg1strat10n in ;
Tennessee is $250 00 | per year
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%Glnseng Harvest and Buyrng Season Qpens

f

Décember31 w . _i’;-y ,

%Grnseng Harvest S,eason Closes '? \&
March 31 R B P
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%Glnseng Buy1ng Season Closes
~ April 30

%Aﬂr oompleted Expo;rt Certlﬁeatesr, Welght Certlﬁcates and Rootper Pound | ":
Max31‘,., Sy ars. RS AR "' <A

"*Anr{ua’l Report for ~T ennessee Grnseng Program 1s-'due from TDE@ to the
~ US. Fish & Wll'dhfe Serv1ce f"’ - -




# To move ginseng out of the state, one
must have a DEALER PERMIT and an
EXPORT CERTIFICATE

& Moving ginseng out of the state
without an Export Certificate'is a
violation of federal law

& In order for an Export Certificate to
be issued, the dealer must bring the
following items to a State Park certifier:

Gihseng

Purchase Receipt Books
Dealer Permit

Scale used to weigh ginseng
One-pound sample of roots must be
counted: for the Roots-Per-Pound
Record

Dealer Regictration
it Bumber

Shipment Humber

Year Roots Harvested

TENNEBEGSESEEE
DEFARTMENT OF ENVIROMMENT AND COMSERVATION
DIVISION OF MATURAL HERITAGE

AMERICAN GINSENG EXFPORT CERTIFICATE

This is to scertify Chat, t r w knowledge, the wild » WOOHSFTOWT
cultivated Americ ere ie shipment, consisting of

pounds,
(welght numerically)

of green
sCa an
c ) f the Interice. This
rds in ginseny dealings as required by the

The dealer atta
Amount (8] shown on T

ture of Registerad -I:é.s'mr- Elgnature of Ten

ipment by Dealer

lars must |
scribed im
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T Glnseng Program in Tenlfessee.,

%Smcfe 1978, the me'iln Wei'ght of W;ﬂd gmseng haifvested in -

Tennessee amounts to roughly 12000 pounds per year
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TENNESSEE GINSENG NEEDS
YOUR HELP!

The sustainable future of wild
ginseng in Tennessee depends
on careful stewardship of the
plant and its habitat. Good
stewardship will preserve

this American harvesting
tradition through

respecting and following

the Tennessee ginseng
harvest laws.

T : When harvesting wild ginseng follow
Anyone interested i state laws for good stewardship harvesting.
in purchasing ginseng :

L or e e T s e @ Always get landowner permission

the purpose of resale or before_dtg_gtng SRR
any person interested in : @ Only dig ginseng roots during the
exporting ginseng harvested f harvest season, September 1 -
in Tennessee to a destination i December 31.
outside the state should Only dig plants with three or more
contact the Division of prongs.
Matural Areas for Never dig ginseng plants with green
information p ] berries.
on becoming + - ] Always replant ripe, red ginseng
a registered & ; berries at the digging site under
ginseng dealer. P ; : ] 1inch of soil.
: d Never dig ginseng on state-owned
property, except North Cumberland
For more s P Wildlife Management Area.
information, contact: - 2 d 2
S A violation of the ginseng harvest law
‘nnessoe Cinseng Progrom; ; e is a Class A Misdemeanor punishable by

Department of Environment B,

andpaconsemuan_ A a fine and forfeit of all ginseng harvested.
Division of Natural Areas,

W.R. Snodgrass TN Tower,212 Rosa L. Parks Ave.2nd Floor,

Mashville, Tennessee 37243-0447, Phone 615/532-0431. Tennessee Depantment (Consenvation.
hittp://www.tn.gov/environment/article/na-ginseng-program R L e




https //WWW tn. gov/ envn:onment/
pmgram areas/nawnatura,1~areas/na:,.
gmseng program.html |
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